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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE, 

FOURTH  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

August  12,  13,  14  and  15,  1890. 


Asheville,  N.  C,  Tuesday,  Aug.  12,  1890. 

The  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  assembled  in 
the  Opera  House  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was  called  to  order 
and  opened  in  regular  form  by  President  Elias  Carr.  Bro. 
Robeson,  of  Yancey,  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

President  Carr  appointed  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake;  D.  A. 
Blackwell,  of  Buncombe,  and  T.  H.  Haigler,  of  Clay,  as  a 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Committee,  through  its  Chairman,  reported  all  the 
counties,  except  Person,  Ashe;  Onslow,  Robeson  and  Carteret, 
represented  by  parties  holding  the  proper  certificates. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Graham,  the  visiting  brethren  from 
Tennessee  were  conducted  to  seats. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  McLaurin,  Bro.  L.  L.  Polk,  our  National 
President,  was  invited  to  address  the  Alliance  at  8:30  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

A  recess  was  then  taken,  on  motion  of  Bro.  Graham,  until 
2  o'clock,  with  the  understanding  that  we  adjourn  to  8:30 
to-night. 


Evening  Session. 

At  8:30  o'clock  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr. 

By  order  of  the  President,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  invited 
the  Knights  of  Labor  into  the  hall. 
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President  Carr  then  introduced  to  the  audience  Bro.  L.  L. 
Polk,  who  spoke  most  eloquently  and  fervently  for  more  than 
two  hours.  His  appeal  to  the  Brotherhood  to  lay  aside  all 
sectional  feeling  and  stand  as  brethren  beside  the  Alliance 
men  of  the  North  and  West  was  received  with  great  applause, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed  by  a  unanimous  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  N.  C.  State  Alliance  has  listened  with  profound 
interest  and  pleasure  to  the  assurance  of  our  Bro.  L.  L.  Polk,  President 
of  our  National  Order,  that  our  brethren  of  the  great  North-west  are 
ready  and  anxious  to  join  us  in  restoring  peace,  unity  and  fraternity 
between  the  two  sections. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  warm  appreciation  of  the  noble 
and  patriotic  efforts  of  our  beloved  President  on  behalf  of  a  re-united 
country,  and  thank  him  for  his  manly  espousal  of  so  great  and  impor- 
tant work. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Northern  and 
Western  States  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  pledge  them  our  earnest 
and  honest  purpose  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  allay  and  suppress  section- 
alism and  give  to  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  free  governaient,  founded 
on  the  basis  of  unity  and  fraternity. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  State  Alliance  is  hereby  instructed 
to  forward,  an  official  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Bro.  B.  H.  Clover, 
President  of  the  Kansas  State  Alliance,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
published  in  all  the  Reform  papers  of  the  North  and  West,  and  also  a 
copy  to  Bro.  Polk  for  publication  in  the  Progressive  Farmer. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock. 


SECOND  DAY— Wednesday  Morning. 

August  13th,  1890. 

The  Alliance  met  and  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  by 
President  Carr. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  all  the  counties 
now  represented,  except  Onslow  and  Ashe,  and  all  the  State 
officers  present  except  our  chaplain,  Bro.  Scott. 


It  was  found  the  delegate  from  Onslow  was  absent  on 
account  of  sickness. 

The  list  of  delegates  and  officers  entitled  to  vote  was  as 
follows : 

County.  Delegate  Postoffice. 

Alamance R.  T.  Kernodle Union  Ridge. 

Alexander J.  B.  Pool Partee. 

Alleghany.. A.  W.  Long Furches. 

Anson L.  L,  Little Lilesville. 

Ashe  (not  represented)  ..D.  P.  Hurley..-   Hilton. 

Beaufort _\ W.  H.  Stancil Washington. 

Bertie _M.  L.  Wood _ Lewiston. 

Bladen. A.  McA.  Council Willis'  Creek. 

Brunswick  _ .   . . John  N.  Mintz Shallotte. 

Buncombe D.  A.  Blackwell Alexander 

Burke C.  Houk L Morganton. 

Cabarrus . A.  F.  Heilman Concord. 

Caldwell E.  W.  Faucett . Lenoir. 

Camden T.  B.  Boushall..     Bellcross. 

Carteret Ralph  Ho wland Beaufort. 

Caswell. R.  S.  Mitchell Ruffin. 

Catawba , S.  T.  Wilfong Newton. 

Chatham J.  W.  Atwater Rialto. 

Cherokee ....  J.  A.  Kimsey Marble. 

Chowan J.  M.  Forehand Am  boy. 

Clay G.  H.  Haigler Hayesville. 

Cleveland Dr.  L.  W.  Durham Shelby. 

Columbus ...C.  C.  Gore Whiteville. 

Craven Daniel  Lane Newberne. 

Cumberland C.   C.  McClelland Godwin. 

Currituck J.  J.  Morse. Moyock. 

Davidson R.  S.  Greene,  Jr _.Jimes. 

Davie.. ...W.  I.  Ellis... Elbaville. 

Duplin  .  . . S.  J.  Veach .Warsaw. 

Durham Rev.  P.  K.  Massey Durham. 

Edgecombe Dr.  R.  H.  Speight Tarboro. 

Forsyth H.    C.  Fulton.. ....White  Road. 

Franklin H.  D.  Edgerton Louisburg. 

Gaston W.  A.  Howell Lucia. 

Gates J.  J.  Gatling Gatlington. 

Graham D.  K.  Blanton Robbinsville. 

Granville... J.   F.  Cole Satterwhite. 

Greene E.  A.  Darden Speight's  Bridge. 
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County.  Delegate  Postoffice. 

Guilford.. David  P.  White. ...High  Point. 

Halifax Dr.  J.  A.  Collins Enfield. 

Harnett .J.  A.  Green Lillington. 

Haywood Geo.  E.   Boggs Waynesville. 

Henderson.. C.  J.  Edney ..DeWitt. 

Hertford Jno.  F.  Newsome Winton. 

Hyde Jos.  M.  Watson Swan  Quarter. 

Iredell J.  B.  Holman Cool  Spring. 

Jackson C.  C.  Cowan Webster. 

Johnston R.   H.  Gower... ..Clayton. 

Jones Fred  A.  Whitaker Bonus. 

Lenoir Rev.  C.  W.  Howard Kinston. 

Lincoln J.  W.  A.  Paine. Kidsville. 

McDowell S.  L.  Herndon Craig's. 

Macon Vance  M.  Caler 

Madison Ed.  N.  Fry. Hot  Springs. 

Martin J.  A.  Whittey Everitt's. 

Mecklenburg R.  A.  Grier. . . Charlotte. 

Mitchell R.  H.  Freeland . . .  Bakersville. 

Montgomery R.  T.   Rush Pekin. 

Moore Geo.  Wilcox Carbonton. 

Nash W.  R.  Winstead .Rocky  Mount. 

New  Hanover. . S.    W.    Noble Wilmington. 

Northampton W.  J.  Rogers Margarettsville. 

Onslow  (not  represented)Cyrus  Thompson .Richlands. 

Orange J.  A.  Farrell Bingham  School. 

Pamlico J.  F.  Brinson. Grantsboro. 

Pasquotank M.  G.  Gregory Okisko. 

Pender  ... A.  C.  Ward Long  Creek. 

Perquimans Joshua  Skinner Winfall. 

Person Wm.  Merritt Daysville. 

Pitt J.  D.  Cox Redallia. 

Polk J.  P.  Arledge Mills  Spring. 

Randolph.... ..N.  C.  English ..Trinity  College. 

Richmond W.  H.  McLaurin .   Laurinburg. 

Robeson J.  S.  Humphrey Shannon. 

Rockingham R.  P.  Henry Douglas. 

Rowan J.  K.  Graham Miranda. 

Rutherford J.  F.  Flack Brittain. 

Sampson ... C.   H.   Williams Chance. 

Stanly M.  L.  Barnhardt Norwood. 

Stokes W.  L.  Smith Slate. 

Surry McD.  Boyd Stony  Ridge. 

Swain W.  H.  Queen Oconalufty. 
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County.  Delegate  Postoffice. 

Transylvania G.   W.   Williams Penrose. 

Tyrrell .  _ Edmund  Hopkins,  Jr Columbia. 

Union J.   A.  Marsh...    Beaver  Dam. 

Vance J.  H.  Dunn . Henderson. 

"Wake R.  J.  Powell Raleigh. 

Warren _ . H.  B.  Hunter,  Jr ...  Warrenton. 

Washington L.   J.  Fagan  Plymouth. 

Watauga J.  C.  Ray Boone. 

Wayne. T.  B.  Parker Goldsboro. 

Wilkes.. ._.   _.C.  C.  Wright Hunting  Creek. 

Wilson A.  B  Deans Wilson. 

Yadkin L.  G.  Hunt Huntsville. 

Yancey Rev.  W.  W.  Robertson .  .Prices'  Creek. 

EX  OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

Elias  Carr,  President;  A.  H.  Hays,  Vice-President:  E.  C.  Bedding- 
field,  Secretary;  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer;  T.  B.  Long,  Lecturer;  R.  B. 
Hunter,  Assistant  Lecturer;  Rev.  J.  J.  Scott,  Chaplain;  W.  H,  Tomlin- 
son,  Door-keeper:  H.  C.  King,  Assistant  Door-keeper;  J.  S.  Holt,  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms;  W.  H.  Worth,  Business  Agent;  W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee; 
S.  B.  Alexander,  J.  M.  Mewborne,  and  J.  S.  Johnston,  Executive  Com- 
mittee; E.  A.  Moye,  J.  M.  Brame,  J.  L.  McLean  and  E.  D.  Davis,  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

The  President  delivered  his  annual  address  as  follows: 

Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Farmers  Alliance  : 
Our  fourth  annual  meeting  is  at  hand,  and  the  signs  of  the  times  indi- 
cate a  still  greater  interest  in  the  objects  and  aims  of  our  Order,  and  a 
unity  of  feeling  among  the  agricultural  and  laboring  classes  never  before 
witnessed  in  this  country.  It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  and  presages 
'  aught  but  good.  At  a  bantling  age  at  our  first  Rockingham  meeting, 
we  numbered  eight  county  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  subordinate 
Alliances.  At  our  second  meeting  in  Raleigh,  we  had  fifty-two  county 
and  one  thousand  and  eighteen  subordinate  Alliances.  At  our  third, 
Fayetteville,  eighty  nine  county  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen  subordinate  Alliances,  with  an  actual  membership  of  sixty-five 
thousand.  To-day  we  have  a  total  of  ninety-five  county  and  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty-seven  subordinate  Alliances,  containing  an 
approximate  membership  of  ninety  thousand,  with  every  county  in  the 
State  organized  save  Dare.  Notwithstanding  this,  applications  for  new 
charters  are  constantly  being  received  and  the  work  goes  bravely  on, 
with  an  increasing  demand  for  lecturers  and  organizers.  The  reports 
of  the  Executive   Committee,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  State  Lecturer,  and 
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Business  Agent,  will  better  set  forth  the  condition  of  the  order.  To 
them  I  respectfully  refer  you,  asking  a  careful  consideration  at  your 
hands. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  meeting  ever  held  in  this  country  has 
been  the  assembling  of  the  farmer  and  labor  organizations  in  St.  Louis 
in  December  last,  the  necessity  for  which  was  foreshadowed  by  that 
eminent  statesman  and  jurist,  the  late  Judge  David  Davis,  when  he  said, 
as  long  ago  as  1886:  "  The  rapid  growth  of  the  corporate  power  and  the 
malign  influence  which  it  exerts  by  combination  on  the  National  and 
State  legislatures  is  a  well -grounded  cause  of  alarm.  A  struggle  is  pend- 
ing in  the  near  future  between  this  overgrown  power,  with  its  vast  rami- 
fications all  over  the  Union  and  a  hard  grip  on  much  of  the  political 
machinery  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  people  in  an  unorganized  condition 
on  the  other,  for  the  control  of  the  government.  It  will  be  watched  by 
every  patriot  with  intense  anxiety.''  Never  more  prophetic  words  fell 
from  the  lips  of  man!  The  people,  though  slow  to  admit  it,  had  at  last 
been  convinced,  and  three  millions  of  people  sent  their  representatives 
there  to  form  an  alliance  against  this  monstrons  iniquity.  The  unan- 
imity with  which  the  demands  set  forth  by  that  body  were  adopted, 
and  the  universal  endorsement  by  all  the  States  and  Territories  after 
mature  deliberation  and  discussion,  should,  and  I  believe  will,  convince 
our  legislators  of  our  honesty  of  purpose  and  determination  to  accom- 
plish our  ends.  This  meeting,  national  in  character  as  in  name,  was  a 
magnificent  success  in  obliterating  the  old  lines  of  sectionalism — a  matter 
devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  of  first  importance  in  securing  the  necessary 
national  legislation. 

While  some  of  the  demands  set  forth  have  been  granted,  the  most 
important,  the  relief  of  the  financial  distress  of  the  farmers,  has  been 
ignored.  The  labors  of  the  past  are  as  nothing  if  we  expect  to  accom- 
plish this  end.  This  government  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  run 
in  the  interest  of  a  victorious  war  party.  The  war  feeling  has  predomi- 
nated in  every  national  election.  The  men  who  did  the  fighting  have 
no  voice  in  the  government.  Who  are  the  men  in  power  to-day  ?  Those 
that  were  enriched  by  the  war  and  its  consequent  legislation.  The  ill- 
gotten  millions  of  these  legislators  has  be.  n  the  power  behind  the  throne. 
The  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  laws,  the  history  of 
the  bonds,  the  history  of  the  National  banks  and  the  history  of  the 
demonetization  of  silver.  But  a  stronger  evidence  yet  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  working  classes,  who,  as  a  rule,  the  world  over,  are 
patient  and  peaceable. 

What  means  these  labor  organizations?  This:  that  the  people  see  by 
combination  alone  can  they  live.  Under  a  purer  system  of  government 
forty  years  ago  these  organizations  were  unknown,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  them,  but  to-day  how  different!  Every  branch  of  trade 
has  been  compelled  to  organize  to  save  itself  from  absolute  annihilation, 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE.  9 

and  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  come  to  learn  that  the  present 
iniquitous  tariff  laws,  the  passage  of  which  was  purchased  by  a  few 
thousand  rich  manufacturers,  have  robbed  the  people  and  put  into  the 
pockets  of  these  same  manufacturers  no  less  than  nine  billions  of  dollars. 
Hence  it  is,  that  at  our  city  of  Washington  the  protest  of  a  millionaire 
will  override  the  petitions  of  millions  of  working  men. 

To  what  course  can  such  a  terrible  state  of  affairs  be  attributed  ?  It 
is  due  to  the  apathy  or  ignorance  of  the  masses.*  We  must  conclude  the 
latter,  and  it  behooves  the  Order  and  the  State  to  educate  the  masses  and 
teach  them  to  think  for  themselves. 

The  acts  of  Congress  in  aid  of  agriculture  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  have  been  few  indeed,  compared  with  those  of  our  rich  manufac- 
turers, and  the  tariff  is  so  manipulated  that  they  (the  few  thousand)  reap 
the  entire  benefits.  We  all  know  but  too  well  the  result  of  this  reign  of 
selfish  greed.  The  small  land  owners  are  being  pushed  to  the  wall,  the 
larger  ones  are  no  longer  able  to  make  both  ends  meet  ;  farms  in  the 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  and  especially  West,  that  twenty -five 
years  ago,  during  the  period  of  greatest  inflation,  paid  a  fair  percentage 
on  a  valuation  of  $20  to  $40,  are  now  being  foreclosed  on  mortgages  for 
half  that  amount,  and  the  former  owners  seeking  new  fields  of  employ- 
ment for  a  livelihood.  • 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  humanity,  but  nevertheless  true,  that  with' 
an  unequal  distribution  of  wealth  there  is  an  unequal  distribution  of  social 
power.  The  influence  of  the  middle  class — the  man  of  moderate  means — 
is  no  longer  felt  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  Capitol  :  he  is  being  swept 
away.  Wealth  is  rapidly  concentrating,  and  out  of  the  consequent 
corruption  but  two  classes  are  forming — the  lordly  rich  and  the  beg- 
garly poor.  While  free  to  admit  that  the  iniquitous  protective  tariff 
has  brought  about  the  present  depressed  state  of  agriculture  by  strip- 
ping the  poor  of  three-fourths  of  their  natural  savings  and  concentra- 
ting a  majority  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  an  infini- 
tessimally  small  part  of  the  people,  composed  of  manufacturers,  trusts, 
pools  and  combines,  a  ivpeal  alone  of  this  unjust  measure  would  not 
relieve  the  present  distress.  It  would  not  lift  a  single  mortgage.  The 
one  thing  needful  in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  people,  is  a 
debt-paying  system  of  finance,  in  comparison  with  which  all  other 
questions  sink  into  utter  insignificance. 

While  looking  after  our  National  governmental  relations,  we  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  education  of  the  masses.  Without  this  we  cannot  pros- 
per and  keep  pace  intelligently  or  materially  with  other  States  more 
liberal  in  this  matter.  The  country  districts  are  more  dependent  upon 
the  public  school  system  than  the  towns  and  cities  ;  hence  we  should  be 
especially  interested  in  having  better  educational  facilities.  We  pay 
here  in  North  Carolina  only  forty  cents  for  public  instruction  for  each 
man,  woman  and  child,  while  in  the  Southern  States  the  figures  run  up 
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to  eighty-nine  cents.  In  other  words,  we  spend  for  education  less  than 
one-half  the  average  of  other  Southern  States.  Now,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  without  education  we  cannot  preserve  our  civil  or  religious 
liberties,  or  feel  or  appreciate  the  meaning  of  that  precious  heritage, 
freedom — and  realizing  that  there  is  no  slavery  so  galling  as  the  slavery 
due  to  ignorance,  I  heartily  recommend  this  body  to  lend  its  aid  and 
encouragement  to  a  revision  of  the  present  public  school  system,  thereby 
affording  more  extended  facilities  for  common  education. 

I  further  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  legislative  committee  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  Order.  Likewise  that 
some  adequate  provision  be  made  for  the  national  per  capita  tax  of  five 
cents;  and  that  the  State  Secretary  be  made  State  Crop  Statistician,  the 
County  Secretary,  the  County  Statistician,  and  the  sub-Secretary  the 
sub-Statistician,  wilh  adequate  compensation  for  their  services,  And 
finally,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  were  numerically  weak  at  the  form- 
ation and  adoption  of  our  constitution,  and  since  the  Order  has  wonder- 
fully increased  in , strength  and  members,  and  the  duties  devolving  upon 
us  being  infinitely  more  onerous,  I  recommend  a  revision  of  the  consti- 
tution to  a  special  committee,  if  it  meets  the  approval  of  this  body. 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  national  affairs,  believing  that  there,  in  the 
Capitol  at  Washington,  have  originated  the  farmers'  woes,  and  from 
that  source  alone  can  come  the  remedy.  Let  us  continue  to  insist  upon 
our  National  Congress  giving  us  this  much  needed  relief.  History 
teaches  that  the  withes  with  which  the  rich  bind  the  poor*  can  be  broken 
only  by  fire,  sword  or  bloody  revolution.  But  we  have  a  better  method 
of  overturning  fraud  and  corruption  in  high  places.  We  have  free 
speech  and  free  ballot,  and  when  the  wisdom  of  the  acts  of  the  national 
meeting,  like  leaven,  begin  to  work  upon  the  masses  of  the  people,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  shall  we  have  a  peaceful  and  happy  solution  of  all  our 
troubles. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  to  each 
county  and  subordinate  body,  and  each  individual  member,  for  the  uni- 
versal kindness,  courtesy  and  honors  bestowed  upon  me.  May  wisdom 
crown  your  deliberations. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  offered  by 
Bro.  Alexander,  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   OF  THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

To  the  President  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance. 

The  Executive  Committee  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary.  Treasurer,  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  of  the  State  Business  Agent,  during  the  months  of  January 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE.  11 

and  August,  and  found  them  correct,  neatly  kept,  and  have  no  further 
recommendation  to  make  except  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  each 
department,  which  will  give  you  the  details  unnecessary  to  repeat  here. 
The  plan  of  the  State  Business  Agency  needs  modifying,  and  a  special 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  this  subject  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  Lecturer's  department  should  be  developed  to  the  greatest 
extent  possible,  as  this  is  the  best  way  of  educating  our  people  in  our 
objects  and  aims,  and  this  education  is  the  bulwark*"  of  the  Alliance. 
We  would  further  recommend  that  the  Lecturers,  when  requested  by 
the  State  Business  Agent,  be  required  to  act  as  sub-agents  for  the  State 
Business  Agency.  We  would  also  recommend  that  the  National  Alli- 
ance and  Industrial  Union  be  requested  to  re-enact  the  Stewart  plan  of 
marketing  the  cotton  crop. 

Fraternally, 

S.  B.   ALEXANDER, 
J.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
J.  M.  MEWBORNE. 

The  Secretary  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA FARMERS'  STATE  ALLIANCE. 

Bro.  President  and  members  of  the  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance  : 

At  no  time  within  the  history  of  our  Order  in  this  State  has  its  gen- 
eral condition  been  more  thrifty  than  at  present.  Our  members  have 
made  great  improvement  in  economy  and  enterprise  and  are  becoming- 
well  posted  in  public  affairs.  Everywhere  there  has  been  a  sufficient 
amount  of  lecturing  done,  the  Order  is  in  fine  condition;  its  progress 
has  naturally  been  slower  in  those  localities  that  have  not  received  this 
advantage. 

Some  of  the  counties  have  no  larger  membership  than  they  had  a 
year  ago,  but  it  is  composed  of  better  material.  Many  of  the  weak- 
kneed  brethren  who  joined  at  first  because  the  Alliance  was  a  new  thing, 
or  because  they  hoped  to  accomplish  all  its  aims  in  a  short  time,  have 
gradually  dropped  out  of  rank,  and  their  places  have  been  filled  by  men 
who  have  counted  the  cost,  and  have  made  up  their  minds  to  stand  by 
the  principles  of  the  Alliance  to  the  end. 

We  have  been  able,  also,  to  note  the  influence  of  Alliance  literature 
upon  our  Order.  As  its  circulation  has  increased,  it  has  given  new  life 
and  energy  to  the  brotherhood  and  we  have  been  able  to  get  a  concert 
of  action.  Especially  has  this  been  the  case  in  regard  to  the  Alliance 
demands,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  our  organization,  we  have  a  fair 
prospect  of  obtaining  legislation  favorable  to  agriculturists. 

At  your  last  meeting  you  had  1,816  Sub-Alliances  in  the  State,  with  89 
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County  Alliances,  and  an  aggregate  membership  of  72,000.  This  year 
we  are  able  to  report  2,147  Sub-Alliances,  with  95  County  Alliances,  and 
an  aggregate  membership  of  nearly  90,000.  Only  forty  Sub-Alliances 
have  surrendered  their  charters  since  the  State  was  organized.  Some 
of  these  have  consolidated  with  other  Alliances,  and  in  every  case  most 
of  the  members  of  disbanded  Alliances  have  joined  elsewhere  and  con- 
tinue to  act  with, us.  Since  last  August  County  Alliances  have  been 
organized  in  the  following  counties  :  Graham,  Macon,  Ashe,  Alleghany, 
Surry  and  New  Hanover.  We  have  a  County  Organization  now  in 
every  County  in  the  State  except  Dare,  and  even  there  we  have  three 
Sub-Alliances. 

Orders  for  Constitutions  and  Rituals  have  come  in  faster  than  they 
could  be  fUled  and  the  demand  for  them  seems  to  be  increasing.  It  is 
to  be  inferred  from  this  that  the  brethren  are  anxious  to  become  better 
posted,  both  in  the  workings  of  our  Order  and  in  its  principles. 

The  correspondence  in  the  Secretary's  office  for  the  last  four  months 
has  been  exceedingly  heavy.  The  brethren  all  over  the  State  are  taking 
a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  and  are  looking  out  for  the  interest  of 
the  farmer.  They  invariably  express  themselves  as  being  determined 
that  our  demands  for  relief  shall  not  longer  go  unheeded. 

The  call  of  our  President  for  National  dues  has  not  been  responded  to 
as  promptly  as  should  have  been  done,  consequently  I  have  been  unable 
to  make  a  full  report  to  the  National  Secretary.  I  have  collected  for 
that  purpose. 

Up  to  August  4th,  1890 ■_. $  1,530  34 

And  paid  to  National  Secretary. 1,100  00 

Leaving  a  balance  of $      430  34 

For  the  State  Alliance  I  have  received  since  the  7th  day  of  January 
from  all  sources,  including  a  balance  of  $110.06  on  hand  at  that 
time $12,199  26 

Disbursed 8;582  07 

Leaving  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer  of $  3,617  19 

AH  orders  and  vouchers  for  which  these  expenditures' were  made  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  were  examined  by  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee, together  with  all  our  books  and  accounts,  and  they  will  make 
their  report  upon  the  same. 

Fraternally, 

E.  C  BEDDINGF1ELD, 
Secretary   N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  synopsis:  (Itemized  statements  of  all  accounts  are  kept  in 
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the  Secretary's  office  for  the  reference  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  all  times). 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  August  13,  1889 $  7,020  49 

Amount  from  fees  and  dues 11,273  39 

"     charterfees. J. __        903  50 

"  "     sale  of  Constitutions  and  Rituals 974  72 

"     W.  A.  Graham,  Trustee 1,136  00 

Part  of  amount  advanced  to  Business  Agent  returned 1, 500  00 

Total . $22,808  10 

Disbursements. 

'Cost  of  meeting  of  State  Alliance  at  Fayetteville,  as  per  war- 
rants  $  2,159  37 

All  other  expenditures,  as  per  vouchers  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  17,031  54 

Total  $19,190  91 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 3,617  19 

Note. — It  will  be  seen  that  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  covers  the 
whole  year  from  August,  1889,  to  August,  1890,  while  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  only  covers  the  time  elapsing  from  the  9th  of  January  to 
August,  1890.  Col.  Polk,  when  he  resigned,  made  his  report  to  the 
Executive  Committee  from  August,  1389,  to  January,  1890,  and  of  course 
the  report  of  the  present  Secretary  only  makes  a  report  from  that  time 
to  August,  1890. 

Bro.  Worth,  our  Business  Agent,  read  his  annual  report, 
as  follows. 

Before  rendering  my  report  of  stewardship,  I  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  situation  as  I  found  it  when  I  commenced  work. 

I  found  that  the  commercial  world  did  not  know  the  Farmers'  Alii, 
ance,  and  it  seems  that  they  did  not  want  to  know  them.  Things  have 
changed  now.  There  is  no  trouble  to  get  any  article  we  want,  if  we 
only  have  the  money  to  get  it  with.  There  was  then,  and  is  now,  in  most 
of  the  towns,  an  agent  for  most  of  the  agricultural  implements,  and 
when  you  would  write  to  a  manufacturer  for  goods,  they  would  invari- 
ably refer  you  to  their  local  agents.  To-day  we  can  buy  most  any  article 
at  from  10  to  60  per  cent,  off 

My  first  work  was  to  try  and  supply  a  substitute  for  trust  jute 
bagging.     We  tried  cotton  bagging,  but  as  it  was  not  made  in  sufficient 
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quantities,  we  could  not  get  a  supply  of  it,  and  then  we  had  to  use  any 
other  substitute,  and  the  best  we  could  get  was  the  No.  1  heavy  selected 
sugar  sacks.  You  see  to-day  what  effect  we  have  had  on  the  jute  trust 
by  the  difference  in  prices  to-day  and  when  we  commenced  the  fight. 
Then  they  said  they  would  make  us  pay  14  cents  per  yard  for  two- 
pound  bagging,  and  to-day  I  am  offered  the  same  bagging  for  just  one- 
half  that  amount,  delivered  in  Raleigh. 

In  November  I  visited  Richmond,  Baltimore  and  other  markets  for 
the  purpose  of  perfecting  arrangements  for  groceries.  After  many 
refusals  to  sell  us  by  the  trade,  I  succeeded  in  getting  two  houses  to  do 
so,  and  the  result  has  been  satisfactory,  both  to  us  and  those  with  whom 
we  have  dealt.     Our  sales  aggregate  about  $90,000. 

In  farming  implements,  wagons,  &c,  our  sales  have  been  good,  with 
an  average  saving  of  20  and  25  per  cent. 

In  acid  phosphates  and  ammoniated  fertilizers  the  sales  aggregate 
over  $200,000,  with  a  saving  in  profit  of  from  10  to  50  per  cent. 

In  many  sections  fertilizers  are  sold  on  close  margins,  while  in  others 
there  is  a  difference  of  forty  per  cent,  for  some  goods. 

I  am  prepared  to  furnish  all  kinds  of  field  and  garden  seeds  at  lowest 
wholsale  rates ;  fruit  trees  at  discounts  of  from  25  to  60  per  cent.  ; 
notions,  shoes,  and  many  other  lines  at  trade  prices. 

The  Agency  has  done  the  best  we  could  under  the  circumstances,  and, 
with  the  experience  of  the  past  year,  hope  and  expect,  by  the  united  aid 
of  the  Brotherhood,  to  double  or  quadruple  our  business  in  the  next  year. 

The  large  amount  of  N.  C.  Farmers'  Alliance  Official  Fertilizer  sold, 
and  the  inability  of  the  Guano  Company  to  supply  the  demand  in  spring, 
together  with  the  universal  satisfaction  it  has  given,  has  induced  me  to 
close  a  contract  for  the  next  year  at  same  prices  and  terms  as  last  year, 
in  car-load  lots,  and  I  think  I  can  assure  the  Brotherhood,  that,  with  early 
and  ample  preparations,  all  will  be  supplied.  Now,  to  do  this  needs 
careful  management  and  money. 

The  last  State  Alliance  placed  $3,000  in  my  hands  to  fight  the  iniquit- 
ous jute  trust  by  finding  a  substitute  to  take  its  place.  Would  it  not 
be  well  to  keep  in  bank  for  the  use  of  the  Business  Agency  all  the 
excess  of  $25,000? 

Now,  to  show  you  how  much  advantage  it  would  be,  we  will  take  the 
flour  :  I  have  bought  3,565  barrels  that  I  would  have  saved  30  cents  per 
barrel,  $1,069.50,  and  so  on  with  other  things. 

Below  I  give  a  partial  list  of  some  of  the  leading  articles  ordered  by 
me  during  the  last  year  : 
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Articles  of  Merchandise  ordered  by  W.  H.  Worth,  State  Busi- 

Alliance,  from    August  15th,  1889, 


Salt... 
Coffee. 


Soda  (case) 
Soda  (keg).. 
Starch 

Soap 

Lye  (case).. 


Bags. 

871 

622 

Boxes. 

256 


331 

312 

121 

147 

Tons. 
Guano  ...: 10,021' 


Acid     ...... 

Kainit   _ 

Lime  and  Plaster . 

Sewing  Machines 

Stoves ., 

Wagons 

Buggies 

Organs 

Cigars 


600 
30 
30 

60 
57 

25 

27 

•  1 

500 


ness  Agent  N.  C.  Farmers' 

to  August  1st,  1890. 

Pounds. 

Ship-stuff 202,000 

Meat ..-.  78,250 

Rice 30,000 

Lard 19.600 

Candy.. 4,475 

Spices 3,594 

Tobacco,  plug 2,564 

Tobacco,  smoking 60 

Barrels. 

Flour. 3,565 

Sugar 1,011 

Molasses 461 

Irish  Potatoes 312 

Oil 91 

Pork 64 

Bushels. 

Corn 15,578 

Oats 5.011 

Clover  Seed 1,449 

Pease 200 

Merchandise    account  ..._-..' $11 4,032. 17 

Fertilizer  account 210,441.00 

Total ... $324,473.17 

Other  articles  too  numerous  to  specify,  such  as  dry  goods,  shoes  and 
hats,  notions,  and  stationery,  hardware,  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  reapers, 
mowers,  binders,  gins,  &c,  plows  and  castings,  fruit  cans  and  tinware. 

Our  Trustee  makes  the  following  report  of  the  Business 
Agency  Fund : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  STATE  ALLIANCE 
BUSINESS  AGENCY  FUND. 

North  Carolina  F.  A.  B.  A.  Fund, 
Trustee's  Office,  July  31st.  1890. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Beddingfield,  Secretary  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— I  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  July 
31st,  1890  : 
Received  at  last  report,  July  31st,  1890 — 

1,054  vouchers „. . $    22,389  25 

Loan  from  Bro.  McElwee 25  00 


This  year — 


916  vouchers 


$    22,414  25 
12,030  15 


Total,       1,970  vouchers .$      3444440 
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Expenditures — 

Last  report... $    20,590  08 

This  year i  1 ,806  88 

$    32,396  96 

On  hand— 

Call  Loans  . . $         500  00 

Cash 1,547  44 

$    2,047  44 

EXPENDED. 

Last  report $  20,590  08 

1889. 

Aug.    12.  $1,500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97J...  .$  1,462  50 

Oct.      11.  1,300  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97  ....  1,259  00 

15.  200  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  96$  ... .  193  00 

14.  50  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  96 48  00 

Dec.       2.  150  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  97   ....  145  00 

23.  2,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  98  ....  1,960  00 
1890. 

Jan.       6.  1,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,   ......  964  00 

15.  1,000  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  96£.___  965  00 
May.     30.  1,500  N.  C.  4  per  cent,  bonds,  par....  1,500  00 

Express  on  bonds   5  25 

$8,700  $  8,501  71 

Loan  returned  McElwee 25  00 

Paid  W.  H.  Worth,  Business  Agent,  on 
cotton  bagging  account 3,182  13 

Paid  J.  F.  Newsom,  Hertford  County,  98  00 

$  11,806  84 

$  32,396  96 
The  fund  consists  of  the   following   North  Carolina  four  per  cent. 

bonds : 

Denomination  of  $1,000— Nos.  133,  144,  408  409,  565,  566,  567, 
569,  570,  533,  534,  679,  749,  1312,  1313,  1390,  1402,  1470,  1543, 
1637,  1701,  1702,  2138,  2004,2254,1851—26 $26,000  00 

Denomination  of  $500— Nos.  110,  499,  808,  812,  308—5 2,500  00 

Denomination  of  $100— Nos.  129,  369,  370,  371,  648,  649,  717, 
718,  884,  1068,  1069,  1359,  1360—13 1,300  00 

Denomination  of  $50— Nos.  91,  105,  246,  337,  562,  563,  421—7..        350  00 

$30,150  00 


North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 
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INCOME  FROM    FUND. 


January  1st,  coupons  on  $26,650  bonds $    533  00 

July  1st,  coupons  on  $30,150  bonds.. ...'. 603  00 

$  1,136  00 

Paid  J.  D.  Allen,  Treasurer . ..$    533  00 

"       »  "  "   ■         ....  ...    . 603  00 


1,136  00 


The  Fund  has  been  contributed  by  one  thousand  and  seventy  Sub- 
Alliances  and  forty  County  Alliances,  so  that  less  than  half  have  con- 
tributed anything  and  from  some  of  these  the  contributions  are  quite 
small. 

I  issued  a  circular  (a  copy  of  which  I  annex)  to  the  County  Alliances 
at  the  April  meeting,  gave  a  list  of  the  Alliances  contributing  in  each 
County,  and  the  amount,  asking  for  examination  and  correction  of 
errors.  I  received  only  four  replies  and  think  my  books  may  be  con- 
sidered correct. 

As  far  as  I  am  aware  only  two  dollars  of  the  amount  of  money  for- 
warded by  registered  letter,  Post-office  order,  or  check,  has.  been  lost. 
This  was  extracted  from  a  letter  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  Middle  Creek 
Alliance,  207,  Wake  County,  N.  C.  One  Secretary  in  Camden  County 
and  one  in  Burke  report  money  sent  by  ordinary  mail  which  was  never 
received. 

So  little  attention  is  paid  to  their  pledges  by  most  of  the  Alliances  that 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  encumber  my  report  with  them,  as  it  is  only 
the  cash  that  is  available  for  business  purposes. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  your  body  to  the  terms  of  my  bond, 
which,  I  think,  is  unnecessarily  large.  The  bonds  of  county  officers, 
summons  to  court,  etc.,  in  this  State,  are  only  half  recoverable,  so  that 
a  $1,000  bond  is  in  fact  only  good  for  $500.  Tennessee,  and,  perhaps, 
other  States,  have  corrected  this  and  reduced  the  amount  of  bond,  and 
made  the  whole  recoverable.  The  State  officers  who  give  bond  in  this 
State  give  a  stated  amount.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  best  to  have  the 
bond  a  specified  amount,  with  power  in  Executive  Committee  to  increase 
when  necessary.  An  officer  cannot  possibly  defalcate  for  more  than  he 
receives.  I  think  a  justified  bond  of  $50,000  ample  to  cover  all  danger 
of  loss,  and  in  these  times,  when  men  who  are  able,  are  so  loth  to  become 
surety,  unnecessary  amounts  ought  not  to  be  required. 

I  never  have  allowed  as  much  as  five  thousand  dollars  to  remain  unin- 
vested at  one  time. 

W.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Trustee. 

2 
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COPY  OF   CIRCULAR  ISSUED. 

N.  C.  Farmers'  Alliance, 
Business  Agency  Fund, 

Machpelah,  N.  C, ,1890. 

To  the  Secretary  of County  Alliance  : 

I  hand  you  by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  a  list  of  the  Alli- 
ances in  your  county  which  have  contributed  to  the  Fund  and  the 
amounts  of  contributions.  You  will  read  this  at  the  meeting  of  your 
Alliance  in  April  and  cause  the  Delegates  to  carry  the  amounts  of  their 
respective  Alliances  home  to  be  compared  with  the  books  of  the  Secre- 
taries. Any  supposed  mistakes  should  beat  once  reported  to  me,  so  that 
the  matter  may  be  investigated.  It  is  hoped  that  Alliances  that  have 
not  paid  their  pledges  and  paid  in  at  least  fifty  cents  per  member  will 
at  once  take  steps  to  do  so.  The  Business  Agent  desires  to  perfect  his 
trade  arrangements,  and  must  have  his  security  ready  to  do  so. 

Fraternally,  W.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Trustee. 

Bro.  Long,  our  State  Lecturer,  asked  to  be  allowed  until 
to-night  at  8:30  o'clock  to  complete  his  report.  His  request 
was  granted  without  objection. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  next  reported  through  its  chair- 
man, Bro.  W.  A.  Graham,  and  the  report  was  filed  with  the 
Secretary. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed. by  Presi- 
dent Carr: 

Order  of  Business — J.  A.  Green,  of  Harnett,  chairman;  H.  B.  Hunter, 
of  Warren;  C.  C.  Cowan,  of  Jackson;  and  M.  G.  Gregory,  of  Pasquo- 
tank. 

Demands  and  Resolutions— J.  B.  Holman,  of  Iredell,  chairman;  Dr. 
L.  N.  Durham,  of  Cleveland;  E.  A.  Darden,  of  Greene;  Dr.  J.  A.  Collins, 
of  Halifax;  W.  H.  Queen,  of  Swain,  and  Joshua  Skinner  of  Perqui- 
mans. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws — E.  A.  Move,  of  Pitt,  chairman;  W.  A.. 
Graham,  of  Lincoln;  J.  B.  Holman,  of  Iredell;  J.  M.  Mewborne,  of 
Lenoir;  W.  A.  Eobertson,  of  Yancey;  R.  A.  Grier,  of  Mecklenburg; 
J.  A.  Marsh,  of  Union;  T.  B.  Boushall,  of  Camden,  and  J.  W.  A.  Payne, 
of  Lincoln. 

Immigration — R.  T.  Rush,  of  Montgomery,  chairman;  L  L.  Little,  of 
Anson;  J.  H.  Dunn,  of  Vance;  P.  H.  Massey,  of  Durham;  S.  W.  Noble 
of  New  Hanover,  and  H.  D.  Egerton,  of  Franklin. 
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Miscellaneous  Subjects — R.  A.  Speight,  of  Edgecombe,  chairman;' 
T.  B.  Parker,  of  Wayne;  S.  T.  Wilfong,  of  Catawba;  G.  W.  Wilson,  of 
Transylvania,  and  J.  J.  Gatling,  of  Gates. 

Publication — Geo.  Wilcox,  of  Moore,  chairman;  W.  J.  Rogers,  of 
Northampton,  and  R.  W.  Winstead,  of  Nash. 

Education.  — N.  C.  English,  of  Randolph,  chairman;  Geo.  E.  Boggs, 
of  Haywood;  J.  W.  Atwater,  of  Chatham;  A.  B.  Deans,  of  Wilson; R.  H. 
Freeland,  of  Mitchell,  and  J.  D.  Cox,  of  Pitt. 

Business  Agency  and  Exchange — D.  A.  Blackwell,  of  Buncombe, 
chairman;  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake,  and  W.  H.  McLaurin,  of  Richmond. 

Insurance— -Geo.  E.  Boggs,  of  Haywood,  chairman;  C.  Houk,  of  Burke, 
and  H.  C.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced : 

Resolution  No!  2.     In  relation  to  Public  Schools,  by  S.  J. 
Veach ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 
.  Resolution   No.  3.     In   relation  to  draining  the  swamp 
lands  of  Hyde,  by  J.  M.  Watson ;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Demands  and  Resolutions.    •    » 

Resolution  No.  4.  Concerning  Public  Education,  by  J.  B. 
Holman ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  5.  Relating  to  a  Newspaper  Alliance,  by 
W.  A.  Graham ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolution  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  6.  To  indorse  the  Progressive  Farmer,  by 
J.  B.  Holman ;  placed  on  Calendar. 

Resolution  No.  7.  In  relation  to  the  election  of  officers  of 
the  State  Alliance,  by  R  J.  Powell.  Bro.  Powell  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  and  put  the  resolution  on  its  passage.  The 
rules  were  suspended,. and  upon  motion  of  E.  A.  Moye  the 
resolution  was  tabled. 

Resolution  No.  8.  In  regard  to  sub-Treasury  Bill,  by 
L.  N.  Durham ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  9.  Relating  to  the  National  Demands,  by 
L.  N.  Durham.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.   10.     Relating  to  the  depression  of  Agri- 
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"culture,  by  J.  W.   Atwater;  referred  to  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  11.  Relating  to  the  payment  of  Delegates, 
by  R.  S.  Green,  Jr.  On  motion  of  Bro.  Green,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  State  Alliance  issue 
and  pay  no  orders  to  the  delegates  in  attendance  upon  the  same  until 
the  last  day  of  session,  unless  the  delegate  shall  have  been  excused  by 
the  State  Alliance  in  regular  session. 

Resolution  No.  12.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  concerning  Edu- 
cation ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  13.  By  T.  B.  Parker,  in  regard  to  legisla- 
tion for  Monetary  Relief ;  referred  to  a  special  Committee  on 
Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  14.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  in  regard  to  the 
Payment  of  Jurors  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  15.  By  S/W.  Noble,  in  regard  to  Juries; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Legislation. 

Resolution  No.  16.  By  J.  W.  A.  Payne,  concerning  Pub- 
lic Education;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  17.  From  Sharon  Alliance,  in  regard  to 
the  Liquor  Traffic;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  18.  By  A.  W.  Long,  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution 
an.d  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  19.  By  Geo.  E.  Boggs,  relating  to  Insurance; 
referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  20.  By  C.  C.  Cowan,  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution; referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  21.  By  D.  A.  Blackwell,  relating  to  Busi- 
ness Agency  and  Exchange;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Business  Agency  and  Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  22.     By  J.  S.  Humphrey,   to  amend  the 
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Constitution;   referred  to  Committee   on   Constitution    and 
By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  23.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  to  change  title 
of  Assistant  Lecturer  to  Steward  ;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  24.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  to  explain  Section 
1,  Article  10,  of  Constitution  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  25.  By  A.  F.  Heilman,  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution;, referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  26.  By  R.  P.  Henry,  in  relation  to  Lawyers 
making  comment  on  Evidence;  referred  to  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. 

Resolution  No.  27.  By  S.  J.  Veach,  that  a  day  be  set  apart 
for  prayer,  etc.;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands.  % 

Resolution  No.  28.  By  R.  H.  Freeland,  relating  to  Public, 
Education;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  29.  By  J.  F.  Flack,  to  amend  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  30  By  H.  B.  Hunter,  to  amend  Consti- 
tution; referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No  31.  By  C.  J.  Edney,  in  regard  to  Rate  of 
Interest;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  32.  By  C.  J.  Edney,  relating  to  Public 
Education  ;  Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  33.  By  L.  L.  Little,  to  change  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  34.  By  L.  L.  Little,  to  change  Constitution; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  35.  By  P.  H.  Massey,  pertaining  to 
Fertilizers;  referred  to  Committee  on  Business  Agency  and 
Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  36.     Withdrawn  by  consent. 
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Resolution  No.  37.  By  D.  P.  White,  in  regard  to  Public 
Schools;  referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  38.  By  M.  L.  Barnhardt,  to  establish  a 
Cotton  Agent  for  the  State;  referred  to  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness Agency  and  Exchange. 

Resolution  No.  39.  By  Edmund  Hopkins,  Jr.,  in  relation 
to  the  organization  of  Dare  and  part  of  Tyrrell  Counties; 
referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Demands. 

Resolution  No.  40.  By  J.  L.  McLean,  in  regard  to  a  Rail- 
road Commission  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  41.  By  J.  L.  McLean,  in  regard  to  Pay- 
ment of  Debts  ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Demands. 

Resolution  No.  42.  By  J.  C.  Ray,  Amendment  to  Consti- 
tution ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Resolution  No.  43.  By  W.  H.  McLaurin,  Amendment  to 
^Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
La  ws. 

Resolution  No.  44.  By  J.  S.  Humphrey,  Amendment  to 
CoDstitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws. 

Resolution  No.  45.     By (not  signed),  Amendment 

to  Constitution;  referred  to  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By;Laws. 

Official  communication  from  President  Carr;  referred  to 
Committee  on  Legislation. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Humphrey,  to-morrow  (Thursday)  at 
2:30  p.  m.,  was  made  the  special  hour  for  the  election  of 
officers  and  selecting  the  place  to  hold  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Watson,  the  following  Committee 
was  appointed  on  Legislation :  R.  J.  Powell,  of  Wake ;  R  H. 
Gower,  of  Johnston,  and  C.  C.  Cowan,  of  Jackson". 

Bro.  A.  H.  Hayes  offered  a  resolution  to  limit  the  time  of 
introducing   resolutions   to  the  first  hour  of  the  morning. 
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The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolution  passed  unani- 
mously. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  R.  H.  Gower,  President  Carr  was  re- 
quested to  exemplify  the  unwritten  work  of  the  Order. 

Some  misunderstanding  arising  in  regard  to  Resolution 
No.  3  (concerning  draining  of  swamp  lands  of  Hyde),  it  was 
agreed  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Veach  it  was  ordered  that  the  delegates 
and  officers  of  this  Alliance  exemplify  the  unwritten  work, 
just  as  exemplified  here,  to  their  respective  Subordinate  and 
County  Alliances  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  same,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  possible. 

The  Calendar  was  then  taken  up  and  Resolution  No.  5  was 
discussed  and  finally  postponed  until  after  the  election  of 
officers. 

The  following  Resolution,  No.  6,  was  passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  hereby  endorses- 
the  Progressive  Farmer  as  the  organ  of  our  Order,  and  commend  it  to 
the  liberal  patronage  of  the  brotherhood  and  of  the  people  of  the  State 
generally. 

Bro.  Arledge,  of  Polk  County,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
of  absence 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-night  at  8:30 
o'clock. 


Evening  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carr  at 
8:30  p.  m.    ■ 

The  hour  for  special  order  having  arrived,  State  Lecturer 
Thos.  B.  Long  made  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  STATE  LECTURER. 

To  the  President,  other  Officials  and  Delegates  of  State  Farmers'  Alliance: 

Brothers — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  this  my 

annual  report,  touching  the  management  of   he  department  over  which 
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twelve  months  since  you  called  me  to  preside,  to-wit,  the  Lecture  Field 
of  the  State. 

I  accepted  the  position  with  fear  and  trembling,  knowing  how  limited 
was  my  early  education.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  great  admiration  I 
had  for  the  principles  embodied  in  our  Constitution,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  great  desire  I  had  to  take  an  active  part  in  using  what  little  ability 
my  God  had  given  me  in  breaking  up  the  past  and  present  unjust  legis- 
lation, and  place,  if  possible,  the  laborer  of  the  country  on  a  proper 
plane,  I  could  never  have  been  induced  to  take  such  a  step  at  Fayette- 
ville,  N.  C.      • 

I  have  found  to  my  sorrow  that  my  fears  were  well  grounded,  and 
often  in  my  canvass  of  the  State  have  I  been  made  to  feel,  and  that 
very  sensibly,  that  perhaps  a  man  of  a  more  finished  education  than 
myself,  could  have  done  more  for  the  noble  cause  which  we  all  love  and 
cherish  so  much. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  perhaps  I  might  be  not  so  competent  as  I 
would  like  to  be,  I  attempted,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
our  worthy  President  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State,  to  call 
around  me  gentlemen  of  whose  acknowledged  ability  no  one  could  ques- 
tion. Their  work  in  the  last  twelve  months  has  fully  established  the 
fact  that  the  selections  made  for  District  Lecturers  were  wise  indeed. 

In  the  first  place,  allow  me  to  refer  to  the  selection  made  by  the  State 
meeting  twelve  months  since,  of  Assistant  State  Lecturer,  Bro.  Hunter, 
of  Mecklenburg,  N.  C.  I  am  satisfied  he  has,  in  and  out  of  season,  dis- 
charged his  duty  faithfully  and  honestly,  and  has  at  all  times  had  the 
good  of  the  Order  at  heart.  His  efforts,  I  know,  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  the  brotherhood.  As  long  as  gratitude  has  its  sway  and  proper  appli- 
cation, he  will  never  be  shown  the  cold  shoulder  by  our  Order. 

In  the  first  and  second  districts  of  the  State,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Beaufort,  Camden,  Carteret,  Chowan,  Currituck,  Dare,  Gates,  Hert- 
ford, Hyde,  Martin,  Pasquotank  Pamlico,  Perquimans,  Pitt,  Tyrrell, 
Washington,  Bertie,  Craven,  Edgecombe,  Greene,  Halifax,  Jones, 
Lenoir,  Northampton,  Vance,  Warren  and  Wilson,  we  had  the  noble 
Darden,  who  died  with  the  flag  waving  in  his  hand. 

Many  an  honest,  true  Alliance  man's  eyes  were  made  dim  with  tears 
when  the  sad  news  was  flashed  over  the  wires  that  he  had  fallen. 

It  is  but  mete  and  proper  that  formal  notice  be  taken  at  this  meeting 
of  his  death,  and  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  that  a  committee 
be  appointed,  consisting  of  the  surviving  District  Lecturers  to  prepare 
resolutions  in  regard  to  this  sad  visitation,  for  action  by  this  State 
meeting. 

In  the  fourth  district  we  have  had  the  eminent  services  of  brother 
P.  H.  Massey,  a  man  who  not  only  knows  how  to  perform  his  duty,  but 
does  it;  one  who  so  lives  that  he  has  the  right  to  call  to  his  aid  an  All- 
wise  God.     His  work  has  met  the  approval  of  all. 


NORTH    CAROLINA    FARMERS'    STATE    ALLIANCE.  25 

In  the  fifth  district,  composed  as  it  is  of  the  counties  of  Caswell,  For- 
syth, Granville,  Guilford,  Person,  Rockingham,  Stokes  and  Surry,  we 
have  enjoyed  the  services  of  brother  J.  B.  Smith,  of  Caswell  County, 
N.  C.  On  the  10th  July  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  at  Winston, 
N.  C,  and  for  two  hours,  with  logical  reasoning  and  direct  home-thrusts, 
he  held  his  audience  spell-bound.  His  purity  and  sterling  qualities  no 
one  doubts.  • 

In  the  seventh  district,  composed  of  Catawba,  Davidson,  Davie,  Ire- 
dell, Rowan,  Mongomery,  Randolph  and  Yadkin,  we  have  had  the  ser- 
vices of  the  inimitable  and  devoted  lover  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  D.  Reid  Parker.  His  work  has  not  been  confined  to  one 
district,  but  all  over  the  State,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  his  clarion 
voice  could  be  heard  contending  for  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  priv- 
ileges to  none,  covering  himself  with  honor,  and  our  Constitution  and 
principles  with  glory. 

In  the  eighth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Alexander,  Alle- 
ghany, Ashe,  Burke,  Caldwell,  Cleveland,  Gaston,  Lincoln,  Watauga 
and  Wilkes,  we  have  had  the  patriotic  services  of  a  man,  who,  like 
"  Caesar's  wife,"  in  all  things  is  above  suspicion;  a  man  unselfish,  just, 
true  and  in  all  things  reliable.  The  work  he  has  performed  is  of  that 
solid  character  that  will  wash  and  wear  well.  In  the  secret  work  he  is 
a  moving,  walking  encyclopaedia  of  signs,  grips  and  passwords.  Where- 
ever  known,  whatever  he  said  of  the  order  was  believed  and  endorsed. 
It  is  our  brother,  Dr.  L.  N.  Durham,  of  Cleveland  County 

In  the  ninth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Buncombe,  Clay, 
Cherokee,  Graham,  Haywood,  Henderson,  Jackson,  McDowell,  Madison, 
Mitchell,  Polk,  Rutherford,  Swain,  Transylvania  and  Yancey,  we  have 
had  the  services  of  brother  Robert  B.  Vance.  It  is  useless  forme  to  add 
one  word  of  praise  as  to  his  labors.  The  people  know  what  he  has  done. 
He  claims  the  ninth  as  the  banner  district.  If  it  is  not,  'tis  not  his  fault. 
To  the  principles,  Constitution  and  demands  of  the  Association  he  is  as 
true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  I  have,  however,  heard  him  say  in  the 
last  few  days,  that  he  was  not  fully  satisfied  that  our  forces  were  exactly 
up  on  the  secret  work  in  parts  of  this  district,  but  he  would  guarantee 
we  would  be  by  the  time  we  went  to  pass  in  our  ballots  for  legislation 
that  would  put  the  down-trodden  laborer  on  a  level  with  the  balance  of 
the  people  of  the  State. 

It  becomes  my  duty  just  here  to  say  something  of  the  cost  of  the 
work  in  my  department,  and  I  do  say  emphatically  there  never  has 
been  as  much  brain-work,  coupled  with  physical  wear  and  loss,  as  has 
been  done  for  the  same  amount  of  money.  Had  it  not  been  for  free 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Trustee,  and,  in  fact, 
all  the  State  officers,  so  much  could  not  have  been   accomplished  with 
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any  such  sum.  It  has  cost  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  less  than  the 
State  officers  thought  it  would  take.  With  more  money,  more  could 
have  been  accomplished,  but  for  the  amount  spent  great  good  has  been 
effected. 

To  amount  paid  to  Capt.  W.  A.  Darden,  Lecturer $  540  25 

J.  B.  Smith,  Lecturer 191  20 

L.  N.  Durham,  Lecturer . • 120  00 

P.  H.  Massey ,  Lecturer 169  85 

R.  B.  Vance,  Lecturer 140  00 

*D.  R.  Parker,  Lecturer _  330  71 

R.  B.  Hunter,  Assistant  State  Lecturer 805  95 

Thos.  B.  Long,  State  Lecturer _  _ 510  11 

$2,857  57" 

There  is,  I  learn,  a  balance  due  the  estate  of  W.  A.  Darden,  and  may 
be  small  amounts  due  some  others  not  reported.  This  will,  however, 
be  all  looked  after,  and  put  in  its  proper  place. 

In  regard  to  the  number  of  counties  organized  and  in  working  order, 
and  number  of  Alliances  in  the  State  and  total  number  of  members, 
allow  me  to  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  our  President  and 
Secretary. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  an  alteration  or  two  in  the  Constitution.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  so  changed  as  to  confer  on  the  President  of  County  Alli- 
ances, and,  perhaps,  every  sub-Alliance,  the  powers  of  an  organizer.  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  by  Bro.  Long,  of  Alleghany,  and  I 
cordially  endorse  it. 

My  opinion  is,  there  is  error  in  the  mode  of  balloting  for  a  person  who 
seeks  admission.  I  think  the  course  to  pursue  would  be,  when  he  thinks 
the  black-ball  should  be  used,  he  ought  to  attach  to  it  charges  and 
specifications,  and  let  the  President  appoint  a  committee  to  act  at  once. 
Good  men  are  debarred  often  by  the  present  mode. 

In  regard  to  the  views  of  brother  S.  B.  Alexander,  Chairman  Execu- 
tive Committee,  as  to  the  Lecturers  taking  special  charge,  or.  rather, 
aiding  to  a  greater  extent  in  collecting  funds  from  and  through  the 
Alliances,  sub  and  county,  meets  with  my  unqualified  approval. 

The  literature  of  the  Alliance  has  not  that  extensive  circulation  it 
should  have.  Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  scarcity  of  money, 
made  so  by  improper  legislation,  has  forced  hundreds  and  thousands  to 
do  without  any  of  our  papers.  In  my  recent  canvass,  however,  I  could 
hear  of  many  large  clubs  going  forward  to  our  State  organ ,  the  Pro- 

*Of  the  amount  above  mentioned  as  paid  to  Bro.  Parker,  only  eighty-one 
dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents  ($81.58)  was  for  lecturing  during  the  present  year. 

EJ.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD,  Sec. 
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gressive  Farmer.  Do  let  rne  beg  the  delegates  here  to  do  all  in  their 
power  at  home  to  aid  our  noble  cause  through  the  Alliance  papers  of 
our  country. 

There  are  many  more  things  I  might  add  to  this  report,  but  prudence 
says  stop. 

As  to  myself,  I  have  never  surrendered  to  any  man  any  greater  love 
than  I  bear  in  my  bosom  towards  this  noble  Order.  If  she  should  fall, 
which  God  forbid,  I  expect  to  be  found  in  the  last  ditch,  with  the  last 
flag  flying.  As  to  what  I  have  accomplished  as  State  Lecturer,  all  I 
have  to  say  is,  I  have  done  my  best. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

Yours  fraternally, 

THOMAS  B.  LONG, 
Lecturer  N.  C.  Farmers'  State  Alliance. 

Bro.  P.  H.  Massey  moved  to  take  up  the  Calendar. 

The  question  of  a  quorum  being  raised,  the  roll  was  called 
and  a  quorum  found  to  be  present,  The  Calendar  was  then 
taken  up,  and  Resolution  No.  9  was  placed  upon  its  passage 
and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance,  That  we 
earnestly  urge  all  members  of  our  Order  to  stand  firmly  by  the  National 
demands  made  by  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union 
at  £?t.  Louis. 

„  Resolution  No.  27  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  We  acknowledge  God  as  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  things,  with- 
out which  acknowledgment  no  one  can  become  a  member  of  our  Order; 
and  whereas,  by  the  history  of  the  past  we  learn  that  those  nations  that 
acknowledged  Him  as  their  leader  and  called  on  Him  but  of  devout 
hearts  never  failed  of  success;  and  whereas,  we  believe  it  is  the  desire 
of  all  good  Alliancemen  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  their 
many  infringed  rights  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  of  North  Carolina,  in 
session  assembled  at  our  annual  meeting  in  Asheville  August  the  12th, 
1890,  do  earnestly  request  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one,  every  Sub- Alliance  in  North  Carolina  do 
meet  at  their  respective  places  of  meeting,  or  at  their  nearest  church, 
as  they  may  think  best,  for  the  purpose  of  worshiping  and  offering  peti- 
tions to  the  God  whom  we  acknowledge  as  our  leader  and  who  is  able  to 
give  us  the  desire  of  our  hearts. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  National  Dues  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws. 
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Resolution  No  8  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  known  as  the  Sub-Treasury  plan  is  now  a  mat- 
ter of  vital  necessity  to  the  agriculturists  of  this  country,  and  that  we 
hereby  register  this  our  special  demand  that  some  bill  calculated  to 
carry  out  this  measure  be  at  once  passed  by  Congress  to  the  end  that  the 
discrimination  against  the  farmer  now  caused  by  contraction  in  the  Fall, 
may  be  stopped,  and  that  he  may  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with 
other  occupations. 

Resolutions    Nos.  2,  13,  17  and  35   were    discussed   and 
failed  to  pass. 


THIRD  DAY— Thursday  Morning. 

August  14th,  1890. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  President  Carr  at  10:15 
o'clock,  with  Bro.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth, officiating  as  Chaplain. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  and  referred  to 
appropriate  committees : 

Resolution  No.  47.  By  J.  A.  Kimsey,  to  allow  Confederate 
soldiers  to  sell  goods  without  license. 

Resolution  No.  48.    By  S.  J.  Veach,  in  regard  to  Education. 

Resolution  No.  49.  By  S.  W.  Noble  (by  request),  relative 
to  Taxing  Dogs,  Payment  of  Jurors,  etc. 

Resolution  No.  50.  By  S.  W.  Noble  (by  request),  resolu- 
tion from  Middle  Sound  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  51.  Communication  from  Bostick's  Mills 
Alliance  (name  of  introducer  not  given). 

Resolution  No.  52.  By  R.  S.  Green,  Jr.,  relative  to  the 
Constitution  of  North  Carolina. 

Resolution  No.  53.  By  R.  H.  Spaight,  in  regard  to  the 
Conger  Compound  Lard  Bill. 

Resolution  No.  54.  By  S.  J.  Veach,  in  regard  to  the 
Soldiers'  Encampment. 

Resolution  No.  55.  By  Bro.  McClelland,  of  Cumberland, 
concerning  the  Secret  Work. 

Resolution  No.  56.  By  A.  B.  Deans,  relative  to  Tax  on 
Land  and  Solvent  Credits. 
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Resolution  No.  57.  By  J.  A.  Collins  (by  request),  relating 
to  the  Price  of  Cotton  Seed. 

Resolution  No.  58.  By  J.  F.  Cole,  in  relation  to  the  Man- 
ufacturing Interests  of  the  Alliance. 

Resolution  No.  59.  By  Ed.  Hopkins,  Jr.,  in  regard  to  a 
Lecturer  for  the  First  District. 

Resolution  No.  60.  By  J.  F.  Brinson,  relative  to  a  Busi- 
ness Directory. 

Resolution  No.  61.     By  J.  F.  Cole,  relating  to  Fertilizers. 

Resolution  No.  62.  By  Geo.  E.  Boggs,  concerning  a  Rail- 
road Commission. 

Resolution  No.  63.  By  R.  B.  Hunter,  in  regard  to  the 
burning  of  Rutherford  College. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Insurance,  re-referred  to  Execu- 
tive Committee  with  power  to  act. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  McLaurin,  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  report  of  the-  Committee  on  Constitution,  and  By- 
Laws  was  taken  up  and  read  section  by  section  and  adopted 
as  amended. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30  o'clock. 

Note. — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  is 
entirely  too  long  to  be  embodied  in  these  Proceedings,  as  they  embrace 
the  whole  of  'our  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The  Constitution,  as 
amended,  will  be  issued  in  pamphlet  form  for  the  information  of  the 
brotherhood. 

E.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD,  Secretary. 


Afternoon  Session. 

The  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and 
the  hour  for  the  Special  Order  having  arrived  the  Alliance 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  with  the  following  result: 

President Elias  Carr Old  Sparta. 

Vice-President A.  H.  Hayes... Birdtown. 

Secretary _  _E.  C.    Beddingfield Raleigh. 

Treasurer J.  D.   Allen Falls. 

Chaplain S.  J.  Veach Warsaw. 
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Lecturer .". T.  B.  Long , Asheville. 

Steward R.  B.  Hunter  _ . . Huntersville. 

Door-keeper  .  . . .  W.    H.  Tomlinson Fayette ville. 

Assistant    Door-keeper .  JH.  E.  King _ .Peanut. 

Sergeant-at-Arms J.  S.  Holt Chalk  Level. 

Business  Agen t W.  H.  Worth Raleigh. 

Member  Ex.  Committee J.   S.   Johnson ... Ruffin. 

Morehead  City  was  selected  as  the  place  to  hold  the  next 
annual  session. 

Delegates  and  alternates  to  represent  North  Carolina 
in  the  National  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union 
next  December,  were  selected  as  follows: 

S.  B.  Alexander,  Delegate;  W.  J.  Green,  Alternate. 
George  Williamson,  Delegate;  R.  J.  Powell,  Alternate. 
E.  A.  Moye,  Delegate;  C.  C.  McClelland,  Alternate. 
Elias  Carr,  Delegate;  D.  R.  Parker,  Alternate. 
R.  B.  Vance,  Delegate;  J.  M.  Mewborne,  Alternate. 
M.  L.  Wood,  Delegate;  E.  C.  Beddingfield,  Alternate. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  H.  G.  Egerton,  of  Frank- 
lin; C.  J.  Edney,  of  Henderson;  G.  H.  Haigler,  of  Clay; 
J.  A.  Kimsey,  of  Cherokee;  C.  C.  Wright,  of  Wilkes;  R.  S. 
Mitchell,  of  Caswell;  W.  H.  McLaurin,  of  Richmond,  and 
N.  P.  Rankin,  of  Macon. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  Friday  at  9  o'clock 

A.  M. 


FOURTH  DAY— Morning  Session. 

•  August  15th,  1890. 

President  Carr  called  the  Alliance  to  order  and  prayer 
was  offered  by  Bro.  Veach. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Bro.  Fulton,  of  Forsyth. 

The  Calendar  was  taken  up  and  Resolution  No.  31  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  great  money  power  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  is  so 
organized  as  to  enable  them  to  extort  from  the  laboring  classes  enormous 
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rates  of  interest  in  North  Carolina  far  beyond  the  rate  demanded  in 
many  of  our  sister  States;  and  whereas,  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  are 
inadequate  to  the  task  of  suppressing  such  high  handed  robbery  in  that 
there  is  no  criminal  penalty  affixed:  therefore. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Farmers'  State  Alliance  now  assembled,  That  we 
demand  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  the  amend- 
ment of  the  laws  of  our  State  so  as  to  make  it  not  only  a  forfeiture  of 
the  entire  interest  but  also  a  criminal  offense,  punishable  with  fine  and 
imprisonment,  to  charge,  reserve,  withhold  or  take  a  greater  rate  of 
interest  than  is  allowed  by  law. 

Resolution  No.  40  passed,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  of  the  next  Legislature  a  Railroad  Com- 
mission Law,  with  full  powers  to  the  Commissioners  to  regulate  passen- 
ger and  freight  rates  on  a  fair,  just  and  reasonable  basis. 

Resolution  No.  21  was  taken  up  and  the  substitute  offered 
by  the  Committee  on  Business  Agency  and  Exchange  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  of  the  State  Business  Agency  Fund  be 
authorized  to  loan  to  P.  H.  Folsom  six  bonds  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  upon  condition  of  the  said  P.  H. 
Folsom  giving  good  security  for  the  return  of  said  bonds.  This  loan 
being  for  the  establishing  of  an  Agency  at  Asheville  for  the  benefit  of 
the  transmontane  Alliances. 

Resolution  No.  64,  reported  by  Committee  on  Business 
Agency  and  Exchange,  was  passed,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  State  Business  Agency  Fund  was  raised  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Agency  a  credit — in  other  words,  the  Fund 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting 
creditors  against  loss  by  reason  of  Alliances  failing  to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions; and  whereas,  the  State  Business  Agency  has  no  money  to  use  in 
buying  for  spot  cash,  or  to  meet  drafts  made  on  him  for  purchases  made, 
and  is  compelled  to  make  arrangements  with  only  such  manufacturers 
and  merchants  as  will  sell  on  short  time:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  and  are  hereby  authorized 
to  raise  a  cash  fund  for  the  State  Business  Agency;  that  said  fund  shall 
be  of  shares  of  twenty  dollars  each,  and  shall  only  be  owned  by  sub- 
Alliances. 

Resolved,  That  no  sub- Alliance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
spot  cash  fund  unless  it  has  subscribed  for  at  least  one  share. 
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Resolved,  That  any  sub- Alliance  that  shall  satisfy  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  it  is  unable  to  pay  forjone  share,  shall  be  granted  the  privi- 
lege of  trading  through  this  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  management  of  this  Fund  shall  in  no  way  interfere 
with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Alliances  or  individuals  as  now  exist 
with  the  State  Business  Agency. 

Official  communication  from  President  Carr  was  consid- 
ered by  the  Legislative  Committee  and  they  recommend 
"  that  a  Conference  of  the  State  Alliance  Legislative  Com- 
mittee be  held  with  a  like  Committee  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor  during  the  session  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina."  The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Immigration  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 

We,  the  Committee  on  Immigration,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report,  as  there  were  no  resolutions  submitted  to  the  committee.  We 
recommend  that  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  all  desirable  immigrants  seeking  citizenship  and  perma- 
nent homes  among  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


R. 

T. 

RUSH, 

L. 

L. 

LITTLE, 

J. 

H. 

DUNN, 

P. 

H. 

MASSEY, 

S. 

W. 

NOBLE, 

EL 

D. 

EGERTON, 

Committee 

Resolution  No.  56  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  land  owners  are  paying  largely  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  taxes  of  the  State,  in  that  land  pays  at  its  full 
assessed  value,  regardless  of  incumbrance  thereon;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  that  the  Legislature  so  amend  the  law  that  land 
shall  be  exempt  from  taxes  to  the  extent  of  mortgage. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  law  with  regard  to  listing  solvent  credits 
be  so  amended  that  the  holder  of  evidences  of  debt  shall  classify  and 
list  them,  and  in  a  suit  to  recover  judgment,  shall  fisst  prove  that  the 
paper  has  been  listed  for  taxes. 
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Resolution  No.  65  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  that  the  largest  profits  in  staple  agricultural  products  are  in 
the  manufacture  of  such  products,  and  we  hereby  earnestly  encourage 
such  enterprises  among  Alliancemen,  and  that  the  co-operation  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  Order  should  be  extended  to  the  upbuilding  of  such  indus- 
tries. 

Resolution  No.  58  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas.  Our  brethren  in  several  counties  and  sections  of  the  State 
have  established  Alliance  manufacturing  enterprises  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  to  them  our  support  and  aid,  and,  all  other 
things  being  equal,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  give  them  the  preference  in 
the  purchase  of  their  products. 

Resolution  No.  60,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  no  Business  Directory  has  been  issued  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  adopted  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  at 
Fayetteville,  August,  1889:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  conformity  with  said  resolution  the  proper  authori- 
ties be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  issue  said  Directory  at  their  earliest 
convenience. 

Resolution  No.  14,  after  being  amended  by  the  Committee, 
passed  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  of  our  legislative  bodies  to  change  the 
present  laws  so  that  taxes  will  rest  equally  light  on  all  classes;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  population  of  the  country,  and  also  the 
State  is  fast  increasing;  and  whereas,  crime  and  violation  of  law  is 
also  increasing;  and  whereas,  we  believe  the  criminal  law  is  not  suffi- 
ciently executed;  therefore,  to  suppress  crime, 

Resolved,  That  Farmers'  Alliances  throughout  the  State  exert  their  influ- 
ence in  having  the  criminal  law  more  forcibly  executed. 

Resolution  No.  59,  relating  to  a  Lecturer  for  the  First  Dis- 
trict, was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  their  con- 
sideration and  action. 

Resolution  No.  62  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  State  Alliance  urges  our  Legislature 
at  its  next  session  to  enact  a  law  creating  a  Railroad  Commission,  with 
full  power  to  regulate,  on  a  just  basis,  freight  and    passenger  rates   of 
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railroads  operated  in  the  State,  to  investigate  and  take  suitable  action 
with  respect  to  damages  to  persons  or  property,  or  neglect  to  properly 
provide  for  the  comfort  and  safety  of  passengers  at  stations  and  in 
transit.  Further,  to  require  all  such  railroads  to  make  to  such  Commis- 
sion sworn  quarterly  statements  showing  the  gross  receipts  of  such 
roads  from  freights  and  from  passenger  fares,  and  the  gross  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  period.  Further,  to  require  all  such  railroads  to 
make  to  said  Commission  sworn  statements  annually  of  the  actual  and 
of  the  assessed  value  of  all  property  owned  or  operated  by  them  in  this 
State  and  of  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  such  railroads  to  the  State. 
Should  the  Commission  and  said  railroads  be  unable  to  agree  in 
regard  to  a  just  valuation  of  such  property,  the  Commission  to  have  the 
right  to  employ  disinterested  parties  (one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  an 
expert),  and  value  said  property. 

Resolution  No.  63  passed,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State 
Alliance,  in  annual  session  assembled,  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  one  of  North  Carolina's  most  influential  institu- 
tions of  learning,  namely  Rutherford  College,  therefore,  knowing  full 
well  the  great  influence  for  good  exercised  by  this  institution  in  the 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  State,  we  heartily  recommend  to  the 
brethren  of  our  organization  to  render,  so  far  as  lies  in  their  power, 
such  support  and  assistance  as  will  enable  the  trustees  of  said  institu- 
tion to  rebuild  and  continue  the  noble  work  of  educating  the  youth  of 
our  land. 

Resolution  No.  66  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  shall  have  authority  to  omit  from  pro- 
ceedings unimportant  items  and  matters  not  enacted  by  this  Alliance, 
and  to  condense  as  far  as  practicable:  Provided,  the  record  shall  show  a 
fair  statement  of  proceedings. 

Resolution  No.  67,  by  Geo.  W.  Williamson,  was  put  on  its 
passage  and  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the 
Buncombe  County  Alliance  for  the  use  of  the  beautiful  new  Opera 
House,  Thanks!  thanks!  and  again  thanks  to  our  warm-hearted  breth- 
ren of  Buncombe  and  adjoining  counties. 
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Resolution  No.  68,  by  McD.  Boyd,  of  Surry,  was  placed 
upon  its  passage  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  We  have  promulgated  in  our  declaration  of  purpose  that 
monopolies  and  crusts  are  dangerous  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country; 
and  whereas,  in  our  bright-tobacco  section  we  are  brought  in  contact, 
face  to  face,  with  a  gigantic  trust  and  combine  known  as  the  Cigarette 
Trust,  whose  evident  purpose  is  to  oppress  the  producer  and  subvert  the 
laws  of  honest  competition;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Alliancemen  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
unanimously  condemn  the  actions  of  a  certain  trust  known  as  the  Cigar- 
ette Trust,  believing  it  to  be  dangerous  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
our  tobacco  counties. 

Resolved  further,  That  we,  as  Alliance  brethren,  pledge  our  united 
efforts  to  break  up  said  trust  or  combination. 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business  recommended  a  contin- 
uation of  the  same  Order  of  Business  as  now  governs  this 
body,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Education  offered  the  following  report : 

• 
Whereas,  The  subject  of  free  and  liberal  education  alike  for  males 

and  females  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  material  and 

institutional  life  of  a  State,  and  one  that  especially  claims  the  immediate 

attention  of  the  industrial  classes;  therefore. 

The  Farmers'  Alliance  of  North  Carolina  in  session  assembled,  resolve 
1st,  That  we  favor  and  recommend  an  increase  of  our  present  public 
school  tax  of  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum. 

Resolve  2d,  That  we  favor  and  recommend  that  ample  appropriations 
and  provisions  be  made  by  the  State  for  the  training  and  higher  educa- 
tion of  females. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Parker,  the  consideration  of  the  cotton 
bagging  was  taken  up.  After  considerable  discussion  it  was 
decided  to  make  no  public  expression  to  the  outside  world 
on  this  question,  and  the  debate  showed  the  feeling  against 
trusts,  and  the  goods  handled  by  them,  to  be  as  strong  as 
ever. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Winstead,  the  officers  of  the  Alliance 
were  installed  by  Bro.  D.  R.  Parker. 

President  Carr  added  N.  C.  English,  of  Randolph,  to  the 
standing  Committee  on  Legislation. 
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Bro.  English  moved  to  adjourn,  but  withdrew  his  motion 
in  order  that  the  unwritten  work  might  be  again  exemplified. 

Bro.  Gower  called  the  attention  of  the  body^to  the  fact  that 
the  mileage  allowed  to  delegates  far  exceeded  the  actual  cost. 
No  action  was  taken,  however,  as  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
pending. 

The  State  Alliance  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August,  1891,  in  Morehead  City, 

E.  C.  BEDDINGFIELD, 
Secretary  K   C.  F.  S.  A. 
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Wholly  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
the  Alliance  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  Agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country. 

'Send  for  specimen  copy.     Address, 

THE   PROGRESSIVE   FARMER, 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 

W.  H.  WORTH, 

STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT 

OE  THE 

FARMERS'  STATE   ALLIANCE. 


Raleigh,  N.  C,  October  nth,  1890. 

Brethren ; — I  wish  especially  to  call  your  attention  to  Resolution  No, 
64,  passed  at  the  Asheville  meeting. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  such 
action.  You  all  know  you  can  buy  on  better  terms  for  spot  cash  than 
you  can  on  credit,  although  your  credit  is  ever  so  good  If  each  Alliance 
will  do  what  it  can  we  will  have  a  good  working  fund.,  and  when  we  have 
plenty  of  capital  for  cash  purchases  we  will  not  need  credit,  and  I  hope 
we  can  place  what  money  we  have  in  a  way  that  we  can  use  it  for  buying 
at  spot  cash  prices  instead  of  giving  us  such  a  good  credit.  We  will  then 
not  need  the  credit. 

Now  let  each  sub-Alliance  do  what  they  can,  and  I  hope  by  next  meet- 
ing we  can  have  a  cash  working  capital  equal  to  our  permanent  fund 
that  we  now  have. 

With  a  spot  cash  capital  we  can,  in  some  way,  I  hope,   convert  our 
permanent  fund  into  a  working  fund. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  WORTH, 

State  Business  Agent. 


j      JAS.   BOYLAN. 


T.   W.    DOBBIN. 


WM.    BOYLAN. 


W.  H.  &  R.  S.  TUCKER  &  CO., 


1 23 and  125  Fayettevslle  St., 
1 24 and  126  Wilmington  St., 

RALEIGH,  N.   C. 


NORTH  CAROLINA'S 


GREATEST 


DRY  GOODS  STORE! 


1     ' 


We  offer  the  largest  stocks  and  the 
lowest  prices  of  any  house  in  North 
Carolina. 

We  make  it  to  the  interest  pf  every 
one  to  buy  their  DRY  GOODS,  CAR- 
PETS, SHOES,  AC,  <SeC,  from  us. 

We  control  the  balance  of  output  of 
the  Wetmore  Shoe  and  Leather  Com- 
pany North  Carolina  made  shoes. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  selling  North 
Carolina  home-made  goods,  and  on  our 
counters  may  be  found  all  kinds  of 

DRY  GOODS,  BOOTS,  SHOES.  &C; 
manufactured  in  North  Carolina. 

4®="Special  attention  given  fo  Alli- 
ance people,  and  to  the  nlliug  of  Alli- 
ance orders."1©!* 

With  the  facilities  we  offer,  one  may  buy  goods  from  us  as  advantage- 
ously by  mail,  as  if  in  person.     This  we  enable  you  to  do  through  our 

Mail  Order  Department. 

This  department  is  an  important  branch  of  our  enormous  business,  and 
through  it  those  remote  from  Raleigh  have  the  opportunity  of  buying 
from  the  largest  and  best  selected  stock  of  DRY  GOODS  and  kindred 
wares  in  North  Carolina. 

We  say  to  the  Ladies,  we  issue  a  Catalogue  giving  the  prices  and  illus- 
trating many  of  the  goods  we  carry.     This  we  will  send  upon  application. 

All  we  ask  is  a  trial  before  sending  your  orders  North. 

W.  H.  &  R.  S.  TUCKER  &  CO., 
RALEIGH,  N.  C. 
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